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2025 - present

University of Coimbra, Portugal
Research Scientist
2021 - 2025

University of Coimbra, Portugal
Research scientist /Principal Investigator (FOCUS)
2018-2025

1624 citations, and over 8 million euros in funding. 1 satellite in construction.

International member of NASA’s Precipitation Measurement Mission Science Team.

Former director of the Earth Observation Laboratory (eoLab) and current director of the
Climate and Spatial Intelligence Platform (CSIp).

Winner of the Copernicus Masters award 2022 (Overall winner and Frontier Tech winner).

Biologist (University fo Coimbra, 2006) holding a  PhD in geology (University of Coimbra,
2017).



Research interest

Vasco Mantas is an Assistant Researcher at the University of Coimbra, Director of the
Climate and Spatial Intelligence Platform (CSIP), and currently serves as Secretary of the
AGU Informatics Section. His research sits at the intersection of Earth observation,
environmental informatics, and surface–atmosphere interactions, with a particular interest
in precipitation, land-surface processes, environmental change, and the ways increasingly
complex Earth data can be transformed into useful knowledge. His work has developed
through collaborative projects including GRADIENTES, FOCUS, and THEOSCOPE, as well
as international activities connecting environmental observations, data science, and
applications (e.g. co-leading the NASA GPM Mentorship Program).
A central part of Vasco's work is building communities around science. He sees informatics
not simply as a set of technologies, but as a means of enabling people to ask better
questions, work across disciplines and borders, and contribute to a better environment. He
is particularly committed to cloud literacy and cloud-based Earth science applications,
capacity building, mentorship, and collaborative research that broadens participation in
both science and technology. Through AGU Informatics, he wants to help create a
community where researchers at different career stages and from different parts of the
world can share expertise, develop practical skills, form meaningful collaborations, and
ensure that advances in data and computing translate into stronger science (and healthier
workplaces) and greater societal and environmental impact.
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